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City of Demorest 
City Council Work Session 

Regular Session Minutes 
Demorest Municipal Building  

Tuesday, September 7, 2021, 6:00 P.M. 
 
 

ATTENDEES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The September 7, 2021 Demorest City Council meeting was held in the Demorest Municipal Building 

located at 125 Ivy Street.   

 

AGENDA ITEM I:  INVOCATION AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

Councilman Welborn opened the meeting by leading in prayer and the pledge to the flag. 

 

AGENDA ITEM II:  CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Austin called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.  

 
AGENDA ITEM III:  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mayor Austin asked if there were changes or additions to be made to the agenda. He asked that two 

items be added to the agenda:   IT CONTRACT DISCUSSION and SKID STEER PURCHASE.  A motion to 

approve the agenda as amended was made by Councilman Allen and seconded by Councilman Hendrix. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the agenda as amended was unanimously approved (4-0).  

 

AGENDA ITEM IV:  APPEARANCE AND PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mayor Austin called for public comments. Demorest citizen, Carmen Nichols, came forward to register 

her protest against an Airbnb tax, which was mentioned at a prior meeting.   

 

AGENDA ITEM V:  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Two sets of minutes were presented for approval:  July 27, 2021 and August 3, 2021.  Mayor Austin 

asked if there were any suggested changes to the minutes as presented.  When there were none, he 

called for a motion to approve both sets together.  Such a motion was made by Councilman Hendrix and 

was seconded by Councilman Davis. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the presented minutes together was unanimously approved (4-0). 

 

 

Shawn Allen, Councilman 
John Hendrix, Councilman 
Rick Austin, PhD, Mayor  
Jim Welborn, Councilman  

Nathan Davis, Councilman 
Kim Simonds, City Manager 
Thomas Mitchell, City Attorney 
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Mayor Austin then called for a motion to approve both sets.  Such a motion was made by Councilman 

Allen and was seconded by Councilman Davis. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the minutes of July 27, 2021 and August 3, 2021 as presented was 

unanimously approved (4-0). 

 

At this point, Ms. Simonds asked to move the Appointment of the Fire Chief to the end of the meeting 

following the Executive Session.  Such a motion was made by Councilman Allen and was seconded by 

Councilman Welborn. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the Appointment of the Fire Chief to the end of the meeting following 

Executive Session was unanimously approved (4-0). 

 

AGENDA ITEM VII(1):  OLD BUSINESS – REQUEST FOR CLOSURE OF ALLEY 

Attorney Mitchell presented a resolution for the closure of an alley as requested by Councilman Allen 

which runs off Walnut Avenue. The resolution requires that notices be sent to adjacent landowners.  If 

no landowners respond by the next meeting, Council will vote on the motion to abandon.  A motion was 

made by Councilman Davis and seconded by Councilman Hendrix to approve the resolution as 

presented. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the resolution to send notices to adjacent landowners on the closure 

of the alley off Walnut Street was unanimously approved (3-0 with Councilman Allen recusing 

himself).   

 

AGENDA ITEM VII(2): OLD BUSINESS – MILLAGE RATE 

This item will not be addressed until the budget has been set. 

 

AGENDA ITEM VII(3): OLD BUSINESS – IT CONTRACT 

Representatives from ACG Solutions were present to talk about three proposals submitted for 

consideration. These proposals range from the basic level of coverage to a more extended level, 

including security training for employees.  Since Council only received the contracts on the day of the 

meeting, it was decided that they would study them and make a decision at the next meeting.    

 

AGENDA ITEM VII(4): OLD BUSINESS - SKIDSTEER 

Bryan Popham recently made a request to Council to move ahead with the purchase of a new skidsteer.  

He presented three bids at the most recent Work Session.  The lowest bid, from Bobcat in the amount of 

$59,774, is Mr. Popham’s choice.  This bid also includes a trade-in value on the old skidsteer for $18,000, 

lowering the price further to $41,774.  Mayor Austin called for a motion to approve the purchase.  Such 

a motion was made by Councilman Hendrix and was seconded by Councilman Davis. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the purchase of a new skidsteer in the amount of $41,774 was 

unanimously approved (4-0). 
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AGENDA ITEM VIII: CONSIDERATION OF MOTION TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Mayor Austin called for a motion to adjourn into Executive Session for the purposes of discussing a 
personnel issue and to confer with legal counsel.  Such a motion was made by Councilman Davis and 
was seconded by Councilman Allen.  The motion was unanimously approved (4-0). 
 
This portion of Regular Session adjourned at 6:45 P.M. 
 
 
 
The meeting re-entered Regular Session at 7:07 p.m.  Mayor Austin called for a motion to approve the 
appointment of Fire Chief, Jonathan Knight. Such a motion was made by Councilman Welborn and was 
seconded by Councilman Hendrix.   
 
ACTION:  The motion to approve the appointment of Fire Chief, Jonathan Knight, was unanimously 

approved (4-0). 

 
Mayor Austin then called for a motion to amend the agenda to add curb and guttering to Massachusetts 
Blvd.  Recent heavy rains caused flooding and erosion into the park from Massachusetts.  A motion to 
amend the agenda was made by Councilman Hendrix and was seconded by Councilman Davis. 
 
ACTION:  The motion to amend the agenda adding CURBING & GUTTERING FOR MASSACHUSETTS 

BLVD was unanimously approved (4-0). 

 
Mayor Austin then called for a motion to approve the addition of the repairs to Massachusetts Blvd, 
including curbing, guttering, and a catch basin at a cost of $45,347.50.  Such a motion was made by 
Councilman Hendrix and was seconded by Councilman Davis. 
 
ACTION:  The motion to approve the repairs to Massachusetts Blvd including curbing, guttering, and a 

catch basin at a price of $45,347.50 was unanimously approved (4-0). 

 
AGENDA ITEM IX:  MOTION TO ADJOURN 
A motion to adjourn was made by Councilman Welborn and the motion was seconded by Councilman 
Hendrix.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 
 
 

_____________________________________ 

Rick Austin, Mayor of Demorest 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Kim Simonds, City Clerk 

 
    


